
BookStart in the Netherlands
Growth and development of an established 

program



Celebrating 10 years of BookStart! 



Key figures

• 17,500,000 inhabitants, 

• 388 municipalities

• 172,500 babies born per year

• 700,000 children age 0-4 years

• 9,000 locations childcare (341,000 children)

• 7,226 location primary schools 

• 150 Library organizations

• 767 Library locations, 194 service points



Art of Reading
• BookStart

• Bibliotheek op school (Library at 
School)

• Literacy & Reading Networks



BookStart Babies: Bookgifting





Bookstart Childcare



Joint operation

• National stakeholders: Reading 
Foundation/National Library: 
development/contact with national government

• Provincial Library Organizations, united in SPN: 
coordinating programs, allocating subsidies  

• Local Libraries: carrying out the programs in co-
oporation with local partners and community 
government



Pillars Art of Reading: LEES (READ)

» Leesomgeving (reading environment)

» Expertise 

» Evidentie (evidence) 

» Samenwerking (collaboration) 



Reading environment



Expertise
Improving the expertise 

of:

 Library employees

Employees Youth Health

care (doctors, midwives,

nurses)



Evidence
University of Leiden has 

carried out positive academic

research into the effects of 

BookStart. 

Follow-up academic 

research (VU Amsterdam) is

carried out at this moment





Collaboration: BookStartcoach

• Tailored approach is needed

• Reach out to parents

• Supporting paediatricians









The Reading Drum





Thank you!
Marijke Bos 
mbos@lezen.nl 

www.boekstart.nl en www.boekstartpro.nl

http://www.boekstart.nl/
http://www.boekstart.nl/
http://www.boekstartpro.nl/

