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SMALL BOOK - GREAT MAN
Small Book – Great Man social campaign teaches about the benefits of reading
together in a family from the first months of a child's life.

The social campaign Small Book - Great Man is present on television, radio, press,
and public transport infrastructure (city lights). It has a strong social media presence
(Facebook,Twitter, and Instagram), and we also run a website.

Every year the social campaign has special ambasadors – famous people (actors,
jurnalists, signers) who support our activities.



key visual of social

campaign



▪ Since December 2017 Parents in maternity wards receive unique Reading Layettes, 
which contain:

▪ The book "First Poems For..." 

▪ The brochure "Connected by a Book: the Role of Reading in a Child's Life"

30,000 books a month

over 360 hospitals

every year we spend for this bookstart project
500,000 euros and 700,000 euros for the social campaign



▪ poems by the most popular Polish poets: Julian Tuwim, Jan Brzechwa, Ewa Szelburg-
Zarembina, Ludwik Jerzy Kern, Danuta Wawiłow, Anna Kamieńska etc.

▪ illustrated by a married couple of artists - Ewa Kozyra-Pawlak and Paweł Pawlak









BOOKSTART PROJECT FOR THE NEWBORNS

▪ Distribution the Reading Layette through the private company Pelargos responsible for 
delivering boxes for parents containing samples of cosmetics for babies, suplements for 
mothers, self-help books (in maternity wards).

• Now the company reaches more than 360

state hospitals in Poland which 

constitute 96% of all hospitals.

• Our reading packet which includes the 

book „First poems for” and booklet for 

parents, is a part of the big box with other 

products for parents and is given to them 

the moment they leave hospital.

• The cheapest way of distribution: 

delivering one packet costs about 15 

eurocents (an avarage price for sending 

a pack of this size is about 2 euros).



Next step of our campaign: the Reading Layette for 
preschoolers:

▪ the book Pierwsze czytanki dla… („The First Reading Book
For...") 

▪ the brochure “Connected by a Book: Preschooler in the 
Library ”

▪ the Little Reader's Library Card



▪ poems and prose written by the most popular Polish writers: Wanda Chotomska, Czesław 
Janczarski, Zofia Stanecka, Anna Onichimowska, Adam Bahdaj, Joanna Kulmowa, 
Marcin Brykczyński, Jan Twardowski, Grzegorz Kasdepke etc.

▪ illustrated by a great and famous artist Józef Wilkoń







▪ 250,000 Reading Layettes for preschoolers every year

▪ 5,200 public libraries in Poland

▪ 500,000 euros for this project every year



READING LAYETTE FOR PRESCHOOLERS

• Invitations to participate in the project were sent

to all state libraries in Poland.

• 70 % (5,200) of all libraries joined us. The project 

is completly free for libraries. 

• Librarians had to prepare database with number

of children in their area.

• Reading packets and promotional materials were

sent to libraries by company selected in the 

tender. 

• Every two months we ask librarians for the 

feedback and reports about the numbers of 

reading packets and diplomas given to children.



▪ The project is an opportunity to attract new and faithful readers –
children as well as their parents.

▪ By distributing Reading Layettes and then ceremonially awarding the 
Little Readers with certificates, librarians establish closer relations 
with children.

▪ An opportunity to raise parents’ interest in library’s offerings.



Long perspective:

▪Every nowborn receives their first book in one of 95%  
hospitals in Poland (from 2017 till now). 360 000 Reading 
Layettes every year.

▪From 2019 every child who starts pre-school education can
receive a Reading Layette in almost 52,000 public libraries in 
Poland. 250,000 Reading Layettes every year.

▪From 2020 every child will receive a Reading Layette in the 
school library in the first school year. 2019 – the pilot project
for 40,000 children.
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